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Oh, I know we pastors are supposed to be purpose-driven, vision-driven and goal-centered, but sometimes we are just driven.  We don’t know how to relax without feeling guilty.  I think this is particularly true for our city pastoral peers, who are sometimes in danger of termination if their churches are not substantially growing every year, but we town and country pastors are not immune from the “”driven” disease either.  There is a fine line between being diligent and serious about our biblical mission and being unhealthily obsessed with the ministry and its success.

It may sound spiritual to talk about how busy we are serving the Lord, advancing the kingdom and saving souls, but burning out for Jesus is not any more spiritual than rusting out.  This talk of how busy we are can become kind of a pastoral badge of honor and significance.  You know, the busier we are or claim to be, the more significant we must be. Perhaps we like to hear,”Wow! The pastor is sure a go-getter for Jesus, isn’t he?  How can he have so much energy?  If he ever leaves it will take two people to replace him!”

Yes, seeking first his kingdom and his righteousness (Matthew 6:33) and a diligent commitment to the work of the ministry (1 Cor. 15:58, 1 Thess. 2:9, Acts 20:31) are certainly biblical but so is rest.  Jesus pulled his disciples away from ministry to rest 
(Mark 6:31) and he pulled himself away from the crowds at times.  One text which comes to my attention is Paul’s words in 1Timothy 6:17.  Paul is exhorting some wealthy believers not to put their hope in material wealth, but to put their hope and trust in God and generously share what God has allowed them to accumulate.  In v.17 Paul describes God as the one “who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” What?  Paul, are you saying that there is room for enjoyment of the things of this world?  Aren’t I to be so dedicated to ministry that I will not aspire to waste any time with such a trivial pursuit as enjoying earthly things?  Paul seems to be in agreement with Solomon in Ecclesiastes (Ecclesiastes 2:22-25, 3:12, 9:7-9.  Part of the worship of God in the Old Testament was gathering for joyful feasting (Leviticus 23:40, Deut. 12:7, 12, 18, 26:11, Proverbs 13::25, 24:13. Solomon even encourages enjoyment of sex. Proverbs 5:15-21, Song of Solomon 5:1 (I happen to think the NIV editors wrongly ascribe the last part of the verse to the friends rather than to God himself).  
What I am suggesting is that this world God has blessed us with is a world to be enjoyed with gratitude. It is legitimate to enjoy the natural world as well as the things God has enabled humans to create and things which satisfy our God-given desires for food, sex, beauty, physical activity, competition, etc.
Even the future Millennium is pictured as a time and place of enjoying God’s blessings (Isaiah 62:8-9, 65:13-25, Ezek. 44:29, Joel 2:26, Zech. 3:13, Luke 14:15, 22:20).

Here is my thesis:  We who pastor town and country churches should enjoy and indeed treasure the privileges and blessings of living in small places.  There are some things we don’t have to put up with in small places - like traffic jams and urban freeway frenzy.  We don’t have to triple lock our doors or be afraid of driving in certain parts of town.  On the positive side here are some things I have enjoyed while living in small places:

· home cooked meals in the homes of congregation members (not bought at a deli while the family hurried home from work)

· homemade pie as Denise’s Café

· hearing the booming of freezing ice while ice fishing

· taking the family out to a hayfield to count the deer
· catching bluegills so fast that you hardly have time to re-bait the hook

· watching calves frolic in springtime pastures

· listening to neighbors talk at local auctions

· not feeling guilty about taking an afternoon to plant a garden

· riding on a combine or chopping corn stocks for an afternoon

· dropping a big oak tree and turning it into firewood
· eating pancakes and sausage at the free Kiwanis “Farm & Home Show”
· watching a basketball game in a packed gym where you actually know some of the players personally—maybe even your kid gets to play

· driving through the state forest to enjoy the autumn colors

· playing softball at the annual church picnic

· picking blueberries in a state forest –you do have to keep one eye alert to watch for competitors-bears!

· helping (using the word help here very loosely) a rancher work his cattle

· stopping in for ice cream at Earl’s World Famous Milk Shake Palace 

· getting help at the local hardware store from Bill who takes time to tell you about the big buck he got on opening day of deer season.

· being able to jog around the park at 10:00 in the evening without fear of being mugged

· knowing you can safely let your 10-year-old go across town to visit a friend

· putting beef or pork in your freezer that was grown on a near-by farm and sometimes even given to you

· doing things with people who call you by your first name and think of you as a friend and not just as the Reverend.

I would love to hear about some of the perks of town and country living that you enjoy.

